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tives and also affects non-CNC derived cells as demonstrated
by the accelerated recruitment of endothelial cells and
osteoclasts. In contrast, mineralization of quail donor-derived
osteoid occurs according to the duck host timetable, which
suggests involvement of host-derived systemic factors. Thus,
by using the quail–duck chimeric system, we have been able
to distinguish those aspects of osteogenesis that are controlled
locally by CNC-derived mesenchyme, and those aspects that
are regulated systemically. Such data will be critical for
identifying and targeting specific molecules as a means to
manipulate the timing of bone formation and treat birth




The TGF-B ligand derrie`re cooperates with Xnr1 and the
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In Xenopus, the nodal-like gene Xnr1 and its inhibitor
Coco are coexpressed in the posterior paraxial mesoderm
(node equivalent, NE) at the neurula stage. Their interaction
is essential for restricting the TGF-h signal to the left lateral
plate mesoderm (LPM). We find that the same posterior
region also expresses another TGF-h ligand, derrie`re. Its
expression is bilateral, preceding both Coco and Xnr1, and
depletion of derrie`re protein on the left side leads to absence
of Xnr1 expression in the left LPM and a randomized left–
right axis. In the NE, derrie`re depletion reduces Xnr1
expression, and derepresses its own expression throughout
the medial paraxial mesoderm. Like Xnr1, derrie`re interacts
directly with Coco, which inhibits its biological activity. We
propose of model where derrie`re and Xnr1 activity are
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Pitx2c, a member of the bicoid family of homeodomain
proteins, is asymmetrically expressed in the left lateral plate
mesoderm and in many of the organs that become
asymmetrically positioned relative to the midline. Its asym-
metric expression on the left side is downstream of Nodal
signaling and evolutionarily conserved. Overexpression of
full-length Pitx2c on the right side of the embryos
randomizes the direction of heart looping and gut situs.
Left-sided misexpression of the Pitx2c N-terminus and
homeodomain fused to a transcriptional repressor domain
antagonizes the normal rightward looping of the heart (Yu et
al., 2001). Here, we report that overexpression of the Pitx2c
N-terminus alone on the left side of the embryo randomized
the direction of heart looping, suggesting that it possesses a
dominant negative activity. We performed mutagenesis
analysis of the Pitx2c N-terminus and identified a 5 amino
acid sequence that is critical for its ability to antagonize
normal left-right patterning. We hypothesize that this region
participates in protein interactions required for Pitx2c’s left-
right patterning activity. We have performed protein interac-
tion assays to identify proteins that specifically interact with
the wild type Pitx2c N-terminus but not with the mutant.
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In vertebrates, cascades of signaling molecules on the left
and right sides of the embryo are responsible for directing the
developmental events that lead to asymmetric organ devel-
opment and positioning. We have isolated Claudin-1, a
component of epithelial tight junctions, in a subtractive
screen to identify novel molecules involved in asymmetric
morphogenesis. Claudins are responsible for regulating the
size and ion-selective permeability of tight junctions. Retro-
viral overexpression of chick Claudin-1 on the right side of
HH stage 4–8 chick embryos randomizes the direction of
heart looping. The Claudin-1 cytoplasmic C-terminus contains
a protein kinase C (PKC) site at amino acid 206. Since
phosphorylation of the cytoplasmic domains of Claudins has
been shown to affect tight junction function, we prepared a
series of construct where the C-terminus of Claudin-1 was
either deleted or T206 was mutated to a neutral residue
(alanine), a negatively charged residue (glutamic acid) or a
positively charged residue (arginine). Wild type and mutant
Claudin-1 proteins co-localize with Z0-1 at the cell membrane
of stably transfected HEK293 cells. However, in gain-of-
function experiments, these mutants are not able to randomize
the direction of heart looping as was seen for wild type
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Claudin-1. Our results suggest that the PKC consensus site in
the cytoplasmic C-terminus of Claudin-1 is important for its
left–right patterning function. We are currently investigating
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The tree-like structures of many organs, including the
mammary gland, are generated by branching morphogenesis,
a reiterative process of branch initiation and invasion from a
pre-existing epithelium. Using a micropatterning approach to
control the initial three-dimensional structure of mammary
epithelial tubules, combined with an algorithm to quantify
the extent of branching, we find that the geometry of
tubules dictates the position of branch site initiation in a
predictable manner. Using computational modeling to guide
experimental design, we show that branch initiation occurs
at sites with a local minimum in the concentration gradient
of autocrine inhibitory morphogens, such as TGF-h. These
results reveal how global tissue architecture defines the local
cellular microenvironment to control organ morphogenesis.
doi:10.1016/j.ydbio.2006.04.232
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The Wnt signaling pathway is regulated extracellularly
through the interactions of Wnt ligands with their receptors,
members of the Frizzled and Lrp gene families. R-spondin 2 is a
cysteine rich secreted protein capable of acting as an agonist of
the canonicalWnt signaling pathway. The footless (ftl) transgene
insertional mutation is a hypomorphic allele of the R-spondin2
gene. Transgene integration induces alternative splicing from
exon 3 into the transgene. The putative truncated product is
unable to potentiate activation of the canonical Wnt pathway in
the presence of Wnt3a. The ftl transgene insertional mutant
animals were previously reported to die at birth and possess
limb, palate, and kidney malformations (Mech. Dev. (2003)
120:597–605). The limb phenotype was exacerbated by the
absence of one Lrp6 allele. Examination of the pulmonary
system revealed varying degrees of malformation within the
cricoid cartilage of the larynx, deficiencies in tracheal ring
formation, defects in branching morphogenesis and growth of
the lung. Unlike the limb, these defects were not further impaired
by loss of one Lrp6 allele. Branching defects in the lung were
detected as early as E11.5 and were partially rescued at E11.5 by
the addition of conditioned media containing R-spondin2-
Alkaline phosphatase fusion protein to fetal lung organ cultures
prepared from ftl embryos. Sites of action and mechanisms by
which R-spondin2 regulates lung morphogenesis are under
investigation.
doi:10.1016/j.ydbio.2006.04.233
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